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CHAPTER I 
THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED 
It is universally recognized that the living standard in America 
is the highest in the world. This continuous rise has been reflected in 
each census figure since 1930. While this picture of an overall high 
standard of living is generally true, there are grave disparities in 
living standards among people in different geographical sections of 
America, among Americans who follow different vocations, and among urban 
and rural dwellers in America. 
While standards of living may be influenced by attitudes, determi­
nation, innate ability and other intangible qualities, undeniably the 
basis of any rise in living standards is economic in nature. Inherent 
in the philosophy of a democracy is the belief that each citizen of a 
nation has the right to work and live in an economy which makes it 
possible for him to maintain a living standard comparable to that of 
other citizens. 
In past eras when the farmer lived in an isolated world, the in­
equality of living standards was not so frustrating and demoralizing as 
it is today. 
Speaking in this regard, Gee1 has this to say: 
As a general rule, it is impossible today in so complex and 
intricate a civilization as ours, with its railroads, steamboats, 
1 Wilson Gee, The Social Economics of Agriculture, (New York: 
The Macmillan Co., 19SU), pTTjjj 
2 
automobiles, airplanes, modern manufactures, and advertising 
campaigns, for the farmer to practice a self-sufficing agri­
culture, even if he would like to do so. He must produce to 
pay his taxes, educate his children, buy his automobile and 
gasoline, and do all the other things that require money. 
At present, this issue is so important that all literature 
concerned with farm problems gives it significant treatment. Both 
of the leading presidential candidates in "the I960 campaign recog­
nized this fact and included strong planks regarding agriculture in 
their platforms. A recent issue of The Progressive Farmers quotes Jay 
Richter^ as saying, "One thing farmers can count on from the next presi­
dent is serious efforts to increase their prices and income." Tyrus R. 
TimnP speaking to a Dallas audience early in 1961 declared that: 
We as a people must all recognize that the way we treat 
agriculture in the future may be a crucial point in the 
rate of total economic development in this country. 
Neither the agricultural situation nor agricultural practices are 
static. The agricultural picture is not today what it was a generation 
or a decade ago} nor is it what it will be ten, or fifteen, or fifty 
years hence. The recognition of this fact provides the setting for this 
investigation. 
A. THE PROBLEM 
Statement of the problem. It is the purpose of this study to 
determine the following s 
2 jay Richter, "The Next President and Southern Agriculture". 
The Progressive Farmer, LXXV (October, I960), 25 
3 Dallas Lforning News. January 15, 1961. P. 6, Sec. 2. 
1. Vhat are the reasons for engaging in non-farm activities? 
2. What family members engage in non-farm activities? 
3. What are some of the chief sources of non-farm income? 
U* To what extent has non-farm income been used to supplement 
the farm income? 
5. For what purposes is the non-farm income primarily used? 
6. Do the existing practices represent a permanent family 
arrangement? 
Importance of the study» The motility of agriculture as a 
vocation has already been indicated. Changes in the farm situation are 
inevitable. In many instances, plans and efforts on the part of men can 
do little to modify or prevent them. This however does not justify a 
laissez faire approach to the many problems which face the farmer. First 
and foremost, this study is important because it utilizes an instrument 
by which each family involved can make an inventory of itself. Facts 
thus revealed may well be used toward more effective planning of the 
family's future. This study presents the status of the Cushing com­
munity in relationship to the total national picture. Even though the 
sampling is small, what has happened to this community during the last 
decade, undoubtedly reflects what has happened to many small farming 
communities throughout the nation. 
From the standpoint of instruction, this study is significant. It 
presents to the vocational agriculture teacher and other professional 
workers in agriculture a clearer perspective of the conditions which main­
tain in this community and thereby makes possible better evaluation of the 
agricultural program, and more effective planning of toe instructional 
h 
procedure. Phipps and Cook1* feel that most departments of vocational 
agriculture could profit from more rigid evaluative measures, and 
recommend the following as areas where a change of emphasis is most 
neededi 
1. A greater emphasis on a complete program of vocational 
agriculture including adult farmers, young farmers and 
all-day students. 
2. A greater emphasis on a program based on community 
needs. 
3. More emphasis on advisory councils and their intelligent 
use. 
* 
U* Greater emphasis on farm mechanic activities. 
Greater emphasis on the efficiency factors in 
production. 
6. More emphasis on farm family living. 
7. Greater enphasis on Action Programs. 
It is inportant for toe vocational agriculture teacher § toe 
counselor, and other members of the instructional staff to have at least 
a basi3 knowledge of trends affecting the community which they serve. 
With the present break through of agri-business, guidance services for 
students of vocational agriculture become more involved and complex. 
Indications are that this aspect of the agricultural situation will be­
come more significant with the passing of time. An economist^ from the 
A and M College of Texas recently said in a public statement that, the 
h Lloyd J. Phipps and Glen C. Cook, A Handbook on Teaching 
Vocational Agriculture, (DansvilleiInterstate Press, 1952) p. 25 
^ Dallas Morning News, loc. cit«, 
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agri-business worth of Texas today stands at about six billion dollars, 
and predicts that it will reach the ten billion dollar mark by 1975 • 
In his phenomenal proposal of a "Peace Corps", President Kennedy^ 
mentions the need of agricultural techniciants along with engineers, 
doctors, teachers, lawyers and economists. 
This within itself foretells something of the future opportunities open 
to persons who are interested in agricultural pursuits and who are skill­
ed in their performances. 
This study has important meaning for the following: 
1. The family units involved. 
2. The vocational agriculture teacher. 
3. The school counselor and other members of the 
instructional staff. 
li. Adult farmers and young farmers. 
5» Boys enrolled in vocational agriculture classes. 
B. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED 
* 
For the purpose of this thesis, these terms are defined as 
follows: 
Effects. Effects are conditions resulting from the action of 
persons, or things, or other conditions. Here the meaning is restricted 
to changes in family life resulting from, or being influenced by the 
procurement of additional income from non-farm sources. 
^on-farm Income. Non—farm income is any income procured by any 
member of a farm family from any source other than the farm operated 
} * •, 
6 Ibid., p. 9. This Week Magazine. 
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by the family. This may include income from another farm where work is 
perforated and for which wages are paid. It also includes income re­
ceived from such farm related enterprises as lumbering, reforestation, 
dairying, poultry production and similar tasks so long as the work is 
not confined to the farm which is operated by the family unit, and so 
long as wages are paid for such services. 
Standards of Living. Standard of living is the sum total of what 
the family members want, insist upon havibg, and consider essential to 
satisfactory living. This definition coincides with the thinking of 
Gee7. Inherent here, is the implication that the standard of living is 
a organic whole touching every phase of life. It should be thoroughly 
understood that the (Standard of living and the plane of living are not 
synonymous. Standard of living represents the ideal, while plane of 
living represents the actual. 
Farm Families. Farm families are those families which live in 
the town of Cushing or elsewhere in the area served by the G. L. Simon 
High School and whose livelihood is derived wholly or chiefly from the 
operation of a farm. 
Gushing Community. Cushing Community is that 198 square mile 
area which constitutes the Cushing school District and which is composed 
of seven neighborhoods. 
7 Ibid., p. 399 
c. ORGANIZATION OF THE REMAINDER OF THE THESIS 
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The remaining portion of this chapter is devoted to review of 
literature pertaining to the problem being investigated, and to methods 
employed to collect the data used* 
Chapter II is composed of a compilation and an analysis of the 
data collected. Chapter III, the final chapter, is concerned with 
summary, conclusions and the writer's recommendations. 
D. REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
The writer finds no appreciable amount of literature dealing 
specifically with the effects of non-farm income on the living standards 
of farm families. However, there is certainly no dearth of literature 
concerning developments which have caused farm families to seek 
supplementary incomes from non-farm sources; nor is there a dearth of 
literature dealing with the continued increase of this practice. 
Economists, sociologists and farm experts have lent themselves 
freely to discussions of part time farming, contract farming and inte­
gration farming, all of which represent some aspect of new trends in 
farming patterns. Much current literature concerns itself with pre­
dictions of the effects these new trends will have on the future of 
agriculture, and indeed upon the total economy of this nation. 
For clarity and convenience of study, the history of American 
agriculture is often divided into three distinct periods. These periods 
are described as follows > 
1. Colonial agriculture (1607-1779) 
8 
2. Agriculture of transition (1776—1880) 
3. Agricultural revolution (1880 - ) 
The last named period, and it should be noted that this period 
includes our present time, is characterized by changes. The changes 
have been both quantitative and qualitative in nature. The changes have 
been so drastic that Gee® thinks of them as being revolutionary and 
expresses himself thus: 
Changes which have taken place during this period are 
so far reaching in their ramifications and consequences 
that collectively they have revolutionized agriculture. 
Kyle and Alexander? concur with Gee and admit in their writing 
that the needs of the contemporary farmer are more varied than were the 
needs of the pioneer farmer, and that because of the change of needs, 
the farmer has had to set up for himself more exacting goals* They 
say, "Our frontier farmers were farming to grow what the family needed." 
It is obvious to even casual observers that the present day farmer does 
not expect to "grow" what his family needs. He expects to earn cash 
from his farm operation to "pay" for what is needed. These authorslO 
list the following as reasons for the change: 
1. Soil conservation 
2. Improved farm machinery 
3* Expanded markets 
® Ibid., p. 26 
9 E. J. Kyle and E. R. Alexander, Agriculture in the Southwest. 
(Boston: Charles Scribner's Sons, 191:0) pTTI 
Ibid., pp. 8-11. 
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ft* Improved livestock 
5» Government agencies and educational programs 
Perhaps more than any other piece of literature studied, 
Bulletin 77U11 gives with exactness and terseness the main reason why 
farm families seek to supplement their farm incomes. It says, "A 
farmer may turn to non-farm work because his farm income is insufficient 
to meet his needs." The writer feels that this statement embodies the 
crux of the whole matter. One family may seek employment outside to send 
a son or daughter to college, while a second family may be impelled to 
do so in order to afford a new automobile. But if the income from the 
farm were sufficient in either case, the family probably would have been 
content to work wholly on the farm which it operates. 
LITERATURE ON PART-TIME FARMING 
United States Department of Agriculture Farmers1 Bulletin number 
12 1966 is devoted wholly to a description of Part-time farming. It 
» 
differentiates between the part-time farmer and the rural resident who 
* 
works in town The 1950 census revealed that there are two thirds of a 
million part-time farmers in the United States. Of this number some 
worked in industry or in a profession. Advantages of part-time farming 
as listed in this bulletin are t 
* 
11 The Fafmer Looks at His Economic Security Bulletin No. 77U, 
College Station, Texas: Texas Agriculture Experiment Station, 19&, p. 9. 
12 Part-time Farming - Farmers' Bulletin No. 1966, Washington, 
D. C..i United States Department of Agriculture, 1956, pp. 18-19. 
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1. The farm provides a wholesome healthful 
environment for children. 
2. The farm provides part-time employment during 
retirement years. 
3. The farm lowers cash cost of living. 
U. The farm provides pleasures and recreation for those 
who like rural living. 
0. The farm provides income sufficient to meet fixed 
expenses and minimum living cost. 
Disadvantages pointed out are as follows: 
1. The work is confining. 
2. The physical labor involved is hard. 
3. There is always the possibility of disappointment in 
production due to insects, disease, weather conditions 
and siMlar factors. 
U. Unless the farm is free of mortgage, the farm can 
become a burden if the main job is lost. 
Another USDA publication devoted to part—time farming is PA 3^2"^ • 
Specifically this leaflet discusses what the soil bank has to offer the 
part—time farmer. In addition to answering some questions which are of 
interest to part-time farmers, it recommends some practices which the 
part-time farmer may find profitable. These includei 
1. The planting of trees for beauty, soil protection, 
wild life benefit and future income. 
2. The planting of grass. 
3* The development of farm ponds. 
The practice of part-time farming is not only wide spread, but it 
15 If lou Farm Part Time PA 3U3, Washington, D.C.tUhited States 
Department of Agriculture,19^7, p. 1. 
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is making a significant impact on life in rural communities and small 
towns throughout the nation. A recent issue of Better Farming fethods1^ 
carries a story which is an example of this. The story concerns the 
establishment of an industrial plant in a farming area in Tennessee. The 
author has this to sayt 
The jobs at the new plant will mean better on-the-farm-
living because a big portion of the plant's million dollar 
pay roll will go to farm people who will be supplementing 
their farm income. A large percentage of the employees will 
be helping their families buy equipment and other necessities. 
Undoubtedly this story has its counterpart in many communities in 
America today. 
Rogers1^ of Ohio State University reveals some interesting facts 
about full time farmers who turn to part-time farming. He finds that* 
1. They are usually younger. 
2. They have as much education as full time farmers. 
3* They have less income than those who continue to 
give full time to farming. 
U» They own or operate smaller farms than do full 
time farmers. 
These figures result from two separate studies and both enployed small 
samplings. One study was conducted over a two-year period from 1957-
1959 and the other was conducted over a period of similar length from 
1958-1960. 
William Booser, "City Jobs for Country People" Better 
Farming Methods, XXXII (November, I960), 20-21. 
^ Everett Rogers, "Who Leaves The Farm?" Better Farming 
Methods, XXXII (July, I960), 32, 
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UTERATURE ON FARM INTEGRATION 
A second area in which revolutionary farm changes are reflected 
is the present trend toward contract farming. Crouse1^ says thatt 
No issue before toe farmer today is receiving more 
attention than the whole concept of farming by contract. 
The basic principle of any contracting parties will be 
done in a specific way and upon agreed terms. 
The provisions of different contracts vary, but their 
purposes are always toe same. They bring toe buyer and 
the seller together on terms acceptable to both. 
Farm integration is really a type of contract farming. Ferguson^-? 
explains that contract farming will follow one of two general courses, 
namely) 
1. Contract arrangements consisting mostly of specification 
buying or selling between farm producers and non-farm 
firms or farmers' co-ops, with the farmer retaining 
most of toe management decisions on his farm. 
2. Contractural arrangements under which an important part 
of toe management control of toe farm production pro­
cess is shifted to toe integrating firm. A good 
example of this is toe broiler industry of recent years. 
It is Ferguson's opinion that toe trend is in the direction of 
more rather than fewer contractural agreements in agricultural pro­
duction. 
Findings of Smith appear to support toe opinion of Ferguson. 
In summarizing toe opinion of many farm experts, Smith finds striking 
^ karl F. Crouse, "Farming by Contract", Better Farming 
Methods, XXIX (September, 1957), lii« 
17 c* M. Ferguson, "Vertical Integration", Better Farming 
Methods, XXXI (August, 1959), 16. 
18 Romaine Smith, "What Farming Will Be Like 25 Years From Now" . 
The Progressive Farmer, LXXVI (February, 1961), 86. 
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agreement* One expert says, "In 1975 there will still be more family 
farms than any other kind, but more will be partnerships or corporations 
because more money will be needed to operate large farms." Another says, 
"Contract farming will make deep inroads in the next 25 years. This will 
mean larger farms and more investments." 
A study19 done on Wharton County Texas introduces a rare note 
into the problem of supplementing the farm income. This note has to do 
with attitudes toward farming as a vocation. Results from this study 
indicate that there is some evidence that farming as an occupation may be 
losing status. Some farmers included in the study referred to farming 
as "Just a gamble" • The following statement is also indicative of this 
feeling. "Farm families don't have anything — most of thenf • The 
size of the farm seems to have important bearing on the attitude of 
the farmer. The larger the farm, the more favorable the attitude exhib­
ited. 
CHANGES IN INSTRUCTIONAL PLANS AND PRACTICES IN 
VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE 
It has been indicated earlier in this thesis that the agricultural 
situation is not static. Since this is true, methods of teaching 
vocational agriculture cannot remain static if effective teaching is to 
be realized. Aside from material which is purely agricultural in import, 
young students need basic data about state, county and school community, 
records of former students, general observation, plus guidance of parent 
and vocational teacher can usually enable such young students to choose 
19 Bulletin 77U, Op. cit., p. 16 
m 
suitable and profitable activities and projects. 
Phipps and Cook20 feel that most vocational agriculture depart­
ments could benefit from frequent and rigid evaluations of course 
offerings and instructional procedures. They recommend these as basic 
considerations with which all such endeavors should be concerned. 
1. Becoming acquainted with placement opportunities. 
2. Developing partnership agreements and desirable leases. 
3. Understanding methods of becoming established in farming 
and closely related occupations. 
U. Understanding opportunities for vertical and horizontal 
expansions on home farms. 
5» Protecting against risks. 
6. Obtaining capital. 
7. Accumulating equipment. 
8. Participating in the social and organizational life 
of a community. 
• 
9. Expanding farming programs. 
A thorough study of any community should reveal the following t 
1. Farming intentions. 
2. Labor needs and supply. 
3. Job opportunities in areas related to agriculture 
A basic knowledge of these contribute much to the effectiveness of in­
struction in vocational agriculture. Deyoê l lends support to this 
20 Phipps and Cook, op. cit., pp. 77U-775 
21 George P. Deyoe, Supervised Farming in Vocational Agriculture 
(DanvillesThe Interstate Press, 19U9) p. 310. 
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premise when he declares: 
Abilities associated with proficiency in farming comprise the 
important outcome of instruction in vocational agriculture. 
These imply the ability to do certain things successfully and 
appropriately for the situations at hand and for situations 
which can be anticipated. By and large, instruction is effect­
ive to the degree that these outcomes are forthcoming. 
Whether instruction is being given to boys in all-day classes, or to 
young farmers, or adults there are certain factors which contribute 
22 to successful teaching. Some of these which Deyoe feels are ex­
tremely important are: 
1. Consideration is given to farming needs and interests. 
2. Emphasis is placed on the desirability of every farmer 
making appropriate applications to his needs. 
3. Instruction is centered upon and grows out of planned 
changes in farming. 
U. The teacher is prepared in the technical and practical 
aspects of farming and in instructional techniques. 
$. Use is made of the background experiences of the members 
of the group. 
6. The class provides for the"doing type" of instruction. 
An awareness of changes which presently exist in the agricultural 
situation and a thorough knowledge of the role of the vocational 
agriculture instructor in dealing with these changes are imperatives 
for the effective teaching of vocational agriculture on any level. 
This is by no means an exhaustive report on available literature 
on this subject. It does however, eover materials in such quantity and 
of such quality as to establish the Significance of the issue, its 
22 PP* U56-U58 
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timeliness, and the thoughtful concern with which it is being approached. 
Through all of the material reviewed, there seems to be marked agreement 
that certain developments in agriculture are well established, or are 
inevitably in the making. Among these aret 
1. There is definitely a break down in the strict individualism 
which has traditionally characterized farming. 
2. The ultimate aims of the newer trends are toward greater 
benefits for the farmer. 
3. Present practices of supplementing the farm income are 
tending toward permanency. 
E. METHODS OF COLLECTING DATA 
In collecting data for this investigation, the following sources 
were utilized. 
1. A questionnaire inquiry to each of fifty farm families. 
2. Record of the vocational agriculture teacher. 
3. Permanent records of the school. 
It. The experience of the writer. 
To fully understand the facts involved in this study, it is 
necessary to have some basic information of the geography, topography, 
soil types, available employment, and general econoiry of the Gushing 
Community. 
The town of Cushing is very small having a population count of 
only 388. Cushing community has already been defined, however, as con­
sisting not only of the town of Cushing, but of the town and outlying 
territory comprising the Cushing School District. The discussion which 
follows here has to do with Cushing Community as defined. 
t 
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Topographically the Cushing community is composed of both hills 
and valeys. The land is all wooded except for sections which have been 
cleared. It is favorably supplied with live water including the 
Angelina River, several small streams, and some lakes both artificial 
and natural. The soil is typical of East Texas with sandy loam and red 
sand on the uplands and dark sandy soil in the valleys and in the river 
bottom. 
Main sources of income are either related to agriculture or to 
industry. Industrial interests include brick making, lumbering and work 
with gass and oil. 
Farmers grow both crops and livestock. Chief crops produced are 
corn, cotton, grain sorghums, legumes, and a variety of vegetables. 
According to the Texas Almanac,corn production has decreased during 
recent years, but there has been an increase acreage planted to truck 
crops and pastures. This source also provided some significant figures 
relating to livestock and poultry production. It describes the poultry 
industry as having had phenomenal growth during recent years and states 
that the present annual income from this enterprise alone for Nacogdoches 
County now stands at 18,000,000. The dairy industry presently brings to 
the county an annual income of $1*,000,000 and the beef cattle industry 
yields an annual income of $3,000,000. Apparently it is safe to assume 
that the Cushing Community receives a proportionate share of the total 
county income quoted above. 
23 Dallas Morning News, Texas Almanac, 1961-1962 
(Dallas: A. H. Belo Corporation, I960) pp. 208 and 618. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE INQUIRY 
To gather the statistics which will be analyzed and discussed in 
the next chapter, a questionnaire inquiry was given to each of fifty 
farm families of the Cushing Community# A copy of this questionnaire is 
shown in the Appendix of this thesAs report# Since the questionnaire 
used is available for examination by the interested reader, it will not 
be diseussed in detail here, suffice it to say that the instrument is 
designed to reveal facts regarding four aspects of family status, namely: 
1. Economic (Cash income) 
2• Social 
3• Educational 
U# Ownership (Home, farm equipment, appliances, etc.) 
The time involved covers a ten year periodj 1951 to I960. 
RECORDS OF THE VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TEACHER 
Certain materials from the files of the vocational agriculture 
teacher proved beneficial as a source of information. Since the writer 
has served as the instructor of vocational agriculture in this community 
for a period of eight years, records were available to cover the greater 
portion of the period of time included in this investigation. Included 
in these materials were N. F. A. Chapter history, minutes of meetings, 
records of organizations and reports of evaluative activities. 
The area supervisor of vocational agriculture cooperated in 
supplying pertinent information. Data pertaining to in-service training 
were secured from his office files. Records of district and area meet­
ings reflected changes in emphasis based on changing needs of farm 
20 
families• 
PERMANENT SCHOOL RECORDS 
Permanent school records also proved to be a lucrative source 
of information. They were especially helpful in revealing fluctations in 
enrollment of vocational agriculture students. They also revealed test 
scores, attendance records, and post-graduate activities of students 
of vocational agriculture. 
THE WRITER'3 EXPERIENCE 
Although the writer's tenure of work in the Cushing Community 
covers only eight years, his actual experience with the community, its 
people, and its agricultural situation exceeds this period. For four 
years prior to coming to the Cushing Community, he was employed as 
vocational agriculture instructor in an adjacent community. Because of 
the proximity of the two communities, observation and personal contact 
made it possible for the writer to gain much non-statistical information 
about the Cushing even before he began his tenure of work there. 
During the eight years he has served the Cushing Community as vocational 
agriculture instructor, he has observed many changes, some of which were 
slow and subtle, while others were swift and abrupt. Some were minor, 
and others were profound. 
c.ven though there was an awareness of changes, and 3ome knowledge 
of the possible implications of the changes, no formal effort beyond an 
occasional community survey, has been made to define and catagorize these 
changes, and to determine their effects upon the lives of the families 
concerned. It was felt then that this Investigation would serve a 
need in this area and that many experiences of the writer could be used 
as valid data for this thesis. 
CHAPTER II 
COMPILATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA 
In Chapter I, it was stated that one purpose of this study is to 
determine the prime reasons why farmers of the Cushing Community engage 
in non-farm activities. A direct question seeking this information 
constitutes one item of the questionnaire. The writer felt that the 
basic reason was an economic one, and findings which will be discussed 
later tend to support his position. He felt further more that any valid 
answer would actually Indicate a composite situation of interlacing 
influences and conditions. Social pressures, educational demands, the 
seeking of prestige, and desire for more leisure are just a few of the 
latent factors which tend to render a once ample income inadequate for 
present demands. Kyrk^- makes a clear statement to this effect when she 
says i 
It is our standard of living, of course, within the limits 
set by our resources that determines the real income of 
our families, their food, clothing, housing and furniture, 
their ways of amusing themselves, of spending their leisure, 
their holidays, and their feast days• 
It is nearly impossible for a farm family, as it is for any other 
American family, to exist without responding to social changes which are 
manifest in its respective community. 
1 Hazel Kyrk, Economic Problems of the Family (New lorks 
Harper and Brothers, 1933), p. 37b ~ 
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2 The Policies Commission of the National Education Association seems to 
agree with this line of thought. This Commission states that: 
Advertising developments which create demands; the rapid 
development of media of mass communication; new systems 
of rapid transportation, both by automobile and by air­
plane, for example contribute to the changing pattern 
of social life in this nation. 
In an effort to secure valid answers to the question, "Why do you seek 
non-farm income?", the writer included in the questionnaire certain 
items intended to cover many other factors which could reasonably be 
expected to influence the family social and economic pattern. The size 
of the farm, whether it is rented or owned, whether it was inherited or 
purchased, the use presently being made of the acreage, the age of the 
farmer, and even the highest grade completed in school were all con­
sidered to be significant factors in this regard. Tables I, II, and III 










ENTAGE f NO 
Do you own a farm? 
i 





Do you rent a farm? 
i 
' U 
" 1 t i U6 ' 8 
_1 I 92 
Did you purchase your farm? ' 20 
t t 26 
i 
« ao 
» I 52 
Did you inherit your farm? 
» 
» 26 
i t 20 
t 
' 52 
» t ao 
It should be noted that only four of the fifty farmers included 
~ E d u c a t i o n a l  P o l i c i e s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  M a n p o w e r  a n d  E d u c a t i o n  
(National Education Association, 1956), p. 197 
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in this study rent their farms. The number of farms inherited is 
slightly greater than the number purchased, the figures being 26 and 20 
respectively. This fact probably reflects a tendency on the part of 
earlier generations to treasure farm ownership, and to lean toward rural 
living. An economic factor may also be operative here. Financing the 
purchase of a farm is somewhat more difficult than it was a generation 
ago. 
Table II gives information regarding the length of time the farms 
have bean owned, their sizes, and various uses presently being made of 
the acreage. 
TABLF, II 
VARIATIONS IN FARM TENURE, SIZE AND USAGE 
QUESTION « RANGE « AVERAGE 
How long have you owned your farm? 
» i 
1 2 to k$ years • 17.90 years 
How large is your farm? 
9 f 
' 2 to 180 acres • 39.12 acres 
How many acres in cultivation? 
I T-
« 1 to 75 • ' 23.26 " 
How many acres in forests? 
f t 
' 0 to 100 " ' 2.00 " 
How many acres in pasture? 
t 1 
1 0 to 60 " ' 7.60 " 
How many acres in idle waste? 
< i 
' 0 to 10 " ' .86 H 
In all probability the figures given with respect to the length 
of time the farm has been owned refer to the length of time the farm has 
been in the hands of the present owner. This automatically eliminates 
the years the farm was in prior ownership in the case of inherited farms, 
25 
although the farm was in the family# Conditions of the farms today may 
to a very great extent be the result of land use as practiced by earlier 
owners. 
Further examination of Table II will show that the farms range in 
size from pfo acres to 180 acres, and the average size per family is 
39.12 acres. The average number of acres in cultivation per family is 
23.26. More acres are devoted to cultivation than to forestry. In fact 
the average acreage planted to forests is two. This figure is surpris­
ingly low, when it is considered that Cushing Community is located in 
the Piney Wood section of the state, being very close to three National 
Forests. Angelina National Forest lies partly in Nacogdoches Countyj 
Sabine National Forest which is located partly in adjacent Shelby Countyj 
and the Davy Crockett National Forest which is in near-by Houston and 
Trinity Counties. Lufkin, just 1*2 miles away provides an excellent 
market for timber and some of its important by products including paper. 
Pastures are small. The largest reported is 60 acres, and one 
family has no pasture land whatsoever. The average size of the pasture 
of these families is 7.60 acres. This figure represents insufficient 
range for beef and dairy cows. Pasturing work stock on this small acre­
age however is probably not such a problem as much of the farm work is 
done by machinery. 
Land lying idle averages less than one acre per family. The high­
est amount reported by any one family is ten acres. The average figure 
here is nominal, but even if it were significant, little could be done to 
alleviate the situation since the land is privately owned. Dummeier, 
The H. R. Banks Library 
Prairie View A. & M. College 
Vrairie View, Texas 
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He fie bower | and Norman^ concede this and indicate that only in rare 
situations can compulsory control of land use be instituted. They sayt 
"While in general there is not compulsory control of land 
use, certain practices which tend to harm the land of other 
farmers can under certain conditions be forbidden by law." 
On the other hand, there is little justification for waste land 
existing in this section of Texas. This is true because of the variety 
of uses to which the lan can be subjected, and because of the absence 
of most of the factors which render land non-profitable. These factors 
are t 
1. Extreme arid conditions 
2. Extreme difficulty in drainage 
3 • Rocky or mountainous terrain 
Table III points up the wide variations in the ages and in the 
educational levels of the men of these fifty families, 
TABLE III 
VARIATIONS IN AGES AND EDUCATIONAL IEVELS 
QUESTION 
t f 
1 RANGE 1 AVERAGE 
What is your present age? 
< 1 
• 2U to 69 ' 50.02 
What was the highest grade you 1 1 
reached in school? • 2 to 12 « 7.12 
As the table indicates, the ages of these fifty men range from 
2U to 6?. The average is slightly more than 50. Further analysis here 
3 Edwin F. Dummeier, Richard B. Heflebower and Theodore Norman, 
Economics Kith Application to Agriculture, (New York: McCraw*Hill Book 
Co., Inc., 1950),p. 599. 
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re-weals a situation -which is almost alarming. Ten of the farmers 
reporting were in their sixties, twenty were in their fifties, fourteen 
were in their forties, four were in their thirties, and two were in their 
twenties. Except in the sixty bracket, where no doubt death had taken 
its toll, there was a decrease in each preceding bracket. It would 
appear that farming in the Cushing Community is "An Old Man's Occupation". 
Younger men either did not enter farming as an occupation, or if they 
entered, rather than seek part time employment, they gave up fanning 
entirely. 
As would be expected, the younger men tended toward higher 
educational levels. Highest grade completed in school ranged from the 
second grade to the twelfth. The average grade was 7.12. While the amount 
of formal education a farmer possesses may not be the strongest determi­
nant of his success, it is certainly not the least. Efficient farm 
management requires both formal and technical education, and this becomes 
more manifest as government intervention in farm management increases. 
Gee^ recognises the extent to which efficient farm management is 
dependent upon education and sayst 
Farm management is the utilization of sound prinicples 
in the selection, organization and conduct of an individual 
farm business for the purpose of obtaining the greatest 
possible net profit. The management of a farm is at the 
same time anart, a science and a business. 
^ ^ Wilson Gee, The Social Economics of Agriculture. (Hew York* 
The Macmillan Company, 1951;), p. 132. 
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For the purpose of this study, it is important to hare some 
knowledge of the annual farm income for the ten-year period being 
studied. Table IV gives this information. 
TABLE IV 
ANNUAL FARM INCOME 
TSAR TOTAL FAMIU AVERAGE 
1951 eaa,385 $ 887.70 
1952 U7,615 952.90 
1953 53,595 1071.90 
195U li6,530 930.60 
1955 h9,990 998.00 
1956 U2,U25 908.50 
1957 51,070 1021.U0 
1958 1*7,825 956.50 
1959 aa,2Uo 88U.80 
I960 10,925 887.50 
A glance at the figures of this Table will indicate that the year 
I960 yielded the smallest income of any year of the ten-year period being 
studied, while the greatest cash income was reported for the year 1953* 
Something more than the amount of time devoted to farm enterprises is 
operative here. This will be verified by facts shown by the next table. 
The peak income of 1953 is probably traceable to higher prices of many 
farm commodities during the Korean War. The low income of I960 is no 
doubt the result of price fluctuations or the loss of crops at harvest 
time because of excess rain. This could aptly apply to crops grown in 
the bottom lands. A third factor may be the loss of close markets for 
some truck crops and vegetables. Whatever the reason, when even casually 
2 9 
considered, the figures represent a sriously Inadequate income • Any 
farm family receiving such a nominal annual income would of necessity 
seek additional cash, either by making some drastic changes in farm 
practices, or by supplementing the farm income through non-farm activi­
ties. 
To fully satisfy the questions posed in Chapter I, three other 
major aspects of the activities of these families merit consideration. 
These are i 
1. Does the family engage in non-farm activities? 
2. ""hat kinds of non-farm work is done? 
3. How much time is devoted to both farm work and non-farm work? 
Table V is concerned with this information. 
TABLE V 
TIME DEVOTED TO VARIOUS KINDS OF WORK 
TYPE OF WORK ' NUMBER 1 REPORTING 
! NO. OF WEF.KS 
1 REPORTED • AVERAGE 
Farm Work 
i 
' 50 1598 t 32 
Lumbering 
i 
• 16 » U36 • 27i 
- Railroad Work 
i 
• 7 ' 218 • 31̂ 7 
Brass Factory Work 
i -
» 2 • 6U . 32 
Poultry Work • 3 ' 69 • 21 
Other 
i 
• 21 « 528 « 25 V7 
* 
At first glance, the figures presented in this Table may appear 
out of balance, but this is not necessarily true, as the figures given 
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represent weeks during which any member of the family worked at either 
farm enterprises or non-farm Anterprises. They also represent weeks 
during which the farmer or some member Af the family worked simul­
taneously at both types of employment. Only one farmer of the group 
does no non-farm work. This also applies to all members of his family. 
The amount of time devoted annually to farm work averaged 32 
weeks per family. With one exception, the average amount of time devoted 
to non-farm work was somewhat less than this. 
The farmers engaged in the following non-farm activities and in 
the following order of frequency, lumbering, railroad work, poultry 
processing and brass factory work. Under "Other" types of non-farm 
work, the following were listedt construction, work at feed mills, work 
at a cotton gin, automobile mechanics, school bus driving, and work in a 
store. Incidentally the store is self-owned and self-operated. 
The reader should bear in mind that the frequency of listing does 
not correlate very highly with average time spent on a specific type of 
non-farm work. This is understandable because in many cases the fre­
quency itself lowers the average. This is illustrated in the case of 
work at the brass factory where only two men work, but the total time 
devoted is 6k weeks. 
That lumbering should lead the list of non-farm activities is to 
be expected. It has already been mentioned that Cushing Community is in 
the Piney Woods section of Texas. The Texas Almanac^ points out that 
5 Dallas Morning News, Texas Almanac, 1961-62 (Dallas:A. H. Belo 
Corporation, 1961) p. 111. 
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66 per cent of the total acreage of Nacogdoches County is forested. 
Only twelve other East Texas counties devote a higher percentage of 
total acreage to forestry, and only thirteen other counties yield a 
greater annual production of board feet of lumber. 
Specific jobs which Cushing Community fanners perform and which 
were reported under "Lumbering" include cutting timber, hauling logs, 
marking timber, stacking lumber, hauling lumber, and setting blocks. 
The amount of time devoted to railroad, work stands second. This 
is true even though the number of persons finding employment with the 
railroad has decreased significantly and consistently through the decade 
being studied. This is explained by the fact that the seven persons who 
are thus employed work regularly. The number has decreased because some 
sections of the railroad work have been moved to other towns. Some of 
the employees followed the transfer, but others who had been engaged in 
such work chose to remain in the community and seek other non-farm em-
ployment. 
Only two men reported work at the brass factory, but as has been 
mentioned before, the time devoted to this is significant. They average 
32 weeks annuallyj a figure which equals that of the average time de­
voted to lumbering. 
The situation relating to work at poultry processing plants is 
exactly reverse to that found with respect to railroad work. The total 
number of persons employed in this enterprise, although just three, 
represents an increase with the passing years. The amount of time de­
voted annually also shows an increase • This is readily understandable 
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for the broiler industry is relatively new having registered its peak 
years in the late fifties. 
Other significant aspects of the economic status of these families 
are revealed by Table VI. This Table is concerned with crops grown, es­
pecially with crops grown for flood, and with the efforts on the part of 
the families to preserve this food. 
TABLE VI 
FOOD PRODUCTION AND PRESERVATION 
QUESTION 
i 
• YES NO 
- mtmk® -
' YES • NO 
Do you have a garden? 
i 
' 30 20 
1 
' 60 i Uo 
Do you preserve fruits and vegetables? 
t 
• 38 12 
i" "  
• 76 
t 
i 2)i Do you use freezers -
home or commercial? i 23 27 ' U6 
~r 
» 5l,i 
Dou you plant corn? 
« 





Do you plant tomatoes? 
i 
• 19 31 • 38 
... 
62 





Do you plant peas? • 38 12 1 76 
t 
i 2h 
Do you plant watermelons? 
* ' 





Do you plant cucumbers? 
« 
• U U6 
T" 
• 8 « 92 





A study of this Table will show that only 60 per cent of the total 
number grow gardens, yet 76 per cent preserve fruits and vegetables. 
Less than 50 per cent made use of freezer either home or commercial. It 
would appear that such a high interest in food preservation would be 
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accompanied by a more comparable figure in gardening. It would also 
appear that greater use would be made of freezing facilities. 
In most instances where tomatoes, peanuts, peas, melons, and 
cucumbers are grown, they are grown for market purposes, however, they 
are produced in sufficient quantities to supply home needs also. The 
figures for tomatoes and melons are low, and the figures for cucumbers 
is even lower. This is probably due to the fact that there is no close 
market. All except three of the farmers grow corn. This product is 
used chiefly at home with very little being placed on the market. 
It is interesting to note the high percentage of farmers who still 
grow cotton. Here 35 positive answers were given as compared to 15 neg­
ative answers. This appears to be a tridition. There seems to be a 
disinclination on the part of older farmers to yield to change, hence 
they tend to persist in holding on to established practices. 
It has been stated earlier that farming is not static. An exami­
nation of any facet of the business of farming will lend credence to this 
statement. Tables VII, VIII, and IX point up some of the changes which 
have taken place in the Cushing Community during the last ten years. 
These tables are especially concerned with livestock production and 
the purposes for which the various kinds of livestock were produced or 
maintained. 
Table VII is specifically concerned with cattle production for 





NO. OF COWS 
FOR DAIRYING 
• NO. OF COWS 
FOR BREEDING 
' NO. OF COWS 
FOR UARKET 
1951 51 17 83 
1952 60 96 209 
1953 62 101 2U2 
195U 61 112 287 
1955 60 117 291 
1956 U5 117 260 
1957 58 117 308 
1958 5U 117 252 
1959 55 117 263 
I960 5U 117 31U 
The number of dairy cows for the ten-year period ranges from U5 
to 62 with the early fifties showing the highest count. All dairy cows 
are maintained to supply dairy products for home consumption. No dairy 
is operated by any member of this group and no member of the group sells 
even limited amounts of milk to commercial dairies. 
Cows for breeding purposes increased steadily from 1951 to 1955 
and then maintained the same count for the remainder of the period. 
Cows for market have shown a general increase throughout the decade, with 
slight drops in 1956 and in 1958. Abrupt changes here were probably due 
to efforts to adjust to a fluctuating market. Other factors which may 
have been operative here are t 
1. Improper breeding 
2. Cost of commercial feed 
3. leather conditions unfavorable to the production of feed. 
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Table VIII reflects changes which have occurred in swim pro­
duction. It gives information regarding the number of swine produced 




NO. OF BROOD 
SOWS 
NO. OF SWINE FOR 
HOME USE 
NO. OF SWINE FOR 
MARKET 
1951 36 38 26 
1952 75 88 U78 
1953 72 52 513 
195k 78 96 558 
1955 80 103 575 
1956 83 101 51U 
1957 77 96 U79 
1958 80 100 575 
1959 78 103 556 
1960 8U 102 561 
The number of swine for both home and market use has been marked 
by only slight annual changes since 1951. In each case, however the 
difference in the 1951 count and the I960 count is pronounced. In 1951 
there was a total number of 38 hogs for home use. By I960 the number 
had spiralsd to 102. This indicates that pork still provides a major 
source of meat in the diet of these farmers. The figures for hogs pro­
duced for market purposes present an even greater range. In 1951 only 
26 hogs were grown for market. In I960 there were 561 grown for the same 
purpose • This tremendous increase definitely represents an effort to 
benefit from a lucrative market. Actually however, this dream was doomed, 
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for the market price was lower in I960 than it was during many of the 
preceding years. Quite reasonably, the number of brood sows on hand 
followed the general pattern of the total number of swine produced. 
Perhaps this should be stated in the reverse, and structured to read 
that the total number of swine produced followed the general pattern of 
the total number of brood sows on hand. 
Not only have changes occurred in the production of cattle and 
swine, but similar changes may be noted in the production of poultry# 
Table IX gives information regarding kinds of poultry produced, the 




NO.OF HENS BROILERS BROILERS TURKEYS TURKEYS FOR 
FOR EGGS FOR HOME FOR MARKET FOR HOI® MARKET 
1951 175 370 0 0 0 
1952 93U 131U 0 52 50 
1953 102 U 1313 0 uo 0 
195U 988 1017 3000 Uo 0 
1955 932 1U15 3000 Uo 0 
1956 9U5 1323 3000 Uo 0 
1957 937 132U 6000 Uo 0 
1958 933 1330 6000 U5 0 
1959 991 1U73 6000 U5 0 
I960 977 1525 6000 Uo 50 
i oultry raising for home use, for eggs, and for market shows a 
general all-over rise throughout the period although slight annual 
fluctuations are noted. The number of broilers produced for market pre-
sents an extremely interesting figure. Until 195U no broilers were pro-
37 
duced for market purposes. For three years then, the figure remained at 
3,000. The figure was doubled in 1957 and remained constant for the 
remainder of the period. 
Since the broiler industry is so popular in and around the Cushing 
Community, at the present time, the small number of broilers being pro­
duced by these fifty farmers is somewhat disappointing. This is especial­
ly true since broiler production lends itself to integrated farming and 
the necessary initial cash out lay is not generally prohibitive. 
There has been a general decline in the raising of turkeys for 
home use. Only one family reported growing turkeys for the market and 
this was not an annual undertaking. This family grew fifty turkeys in 
1952 and fifty in I960. The greatest total number of turkeys grown 
during ary one year was 52 which were grown in 1952. Since then the 
figure has never risen above U5, and hO is the modal figure. 
Perhaps the strongest reasons for low turkey production are: 
1. Small ranges 
2* Pre™l®nce of predatory animals, especially fores 
and more recently, wolves . 
Table X presents material relative to farm pmmr, and equipment. It in­
cludes both mechanised power and work stock. 
As this table shows, there are few traotors in the Cuahing Com-
"Mbnity, but the number is elowly increasing. Th^r hate been purchased 
at an ayeraga rate of more than one per year. Host of the tractors are 
of the two-row type. The number of horses and/or mules for work stock 
has remained comparatively constant ranging from U5 in 1951 to 52 in 
1958, and dropping to U7 in I960. Considering the fact that the acreage 
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cultivated is small, the families, with one exception, farm only part 
time, and the use of mechanized power, this does not represent in­
adequate work stock* 
TABLE X 
FARM POWER 
YEAR TRACTOR PURCHASED ONE ROW TWO ROW 
HORSES AND 
OR MULES 
1951 h 2 2 U5 
1952 8 1 7 5U 
1953 2 0 2 U8 
195U 1 0 1 U7 
1955 2 2 0 U9 
1956 0 0 0 U7 
1957 1 0 1 U7 
1958 0 0 0 52 
1959 1 0 1 U7 
I960 0 0 0 U7 
1 • 1 , • r= 
Whenever there is an increase in family income, whether in a rural 
or urban center, the increase is reflected in some aspect of the family's 
living pattern* The increase may be placed in some form of saving, in 
which case changes in the pattern of living may not be noticeable. On 
the other hand, and this is the more likely of the two, at least some of 
it will be used to purchase commodities which represent wants and needs 
of the family, and these are readily evident to the neighbors* 
These wants and/or needs may be represented by the installation 
of utilities, or the purchase of new appliances, or even the purchase of 
an automobile* Tables XI, XII, and XIII present data concerned with 
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YEAR TELEPHONE ELECTRICITY WELL RUNNING WATER 
1951 0 20 37 3 
1952 0 U 2 0 
1953 0 h 2 1 
195U 0 6 2 2 
1955 1 U 0 0 
1956 2 1 0 1 
1957 0 1 1 0 
1958 0 3 2 1 
1959 0 2 0 0 
I960 0 3 0 1 
It should be pointed out at the out-set that figures giben in 
this table for the year 1951 do not necessarily represent installations 
made during that year. Rather they represent installations which were 
on hand during that year and may or may not have been installed during 
that particular year. It should also be mentioned that four of the 
fifty families secure water from the city (Gushing) supply. Nine wells 
have been dug since 1951. The number of homes having running water has 
doubled, but still stands at only six. Electricity has been installed in 
some home or homes each year during the ten year period. Today U8 of the 
50 families enjoy it. 
Construction for rural telephone service has been started since 
Uo 
this investigation has been under way. Hereto fore, it has not been 
available, hence the low count of three telephones for fifty families. 




YEAR RADIO RECORD PLAYER T.V. 
BATH 
TUB COMMODE IRON 
REFRIG* 
ERATOR WASHER FREEXER 
1951 25 k 1 3 3 17 10 0 0 
1952 3 1 0 0 0 5 5 0 0 
1953 2 1 0 0 0 U 7 2 1 
195U 5 0 0 0 0 5 2 2 3 
1955 3 2 1 1 0 2 1 a a 
1956 1 1 7 0 0 a u 3 0 
195? 1 2 7 0 0 a 3 3 i 
1958 1 1 U 1 1 2 5 3 5 1959 U 5 k 0 0 1 2 2 1 
1960 l 1 5 1 1 0 0 1 3 
Prom this Table it appears that the radio has long since been 
accepted in the home. Twenty five were reported as being on hand in 
1951, and each year has seen new purchases. Only one T.V. set was 
owned in 1&51. In i960 there were 29. Electric washers have been 
purchased yearly from 1953 to I960, and the number purchased each year 
has rented from one to four. While record players have not shown the 
phenomenal increase that the T.V. has, they have been purchased yearly 
with one exception. Electric washers and freezers have been purchased 
annually since 1953* This shows an increased tendency to regard these 
appliances as necessities. The number of washers purchesed each year 
ranged from one to four and the number of freezers purchased annually 
ranged from one to five. The electric iron has been a common place 
appliance since 1951* Of the fifty families, only six have bath tubs. 
It is significant to note that of the six families having bath tabs, 
five have commodes. 
Table XIII has to do with transportation facilities with which 
these families are provided. 
TABLE XIII 
TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES 




























I960 8 U 
The writer knows from personal observation that some of these 
families own both an automobile and a truck. 
While the annual purchases of automobiles is represented by a 
reasonable figure, it should be recognized that many families use trucks 
U2 
for a dual purpose: For family transportation and for hauling farm 
commodities# The writer also knows that U9 Of the 50 families own 
either a truck or an automobile# The station wagon is a relatively new 
addition to the automotive field, and will in all probability have to 
become more popular in urban areas before it gains signal favor with 
farm families# It is not surprising then that none of these families 
own a station wagon# 
Basic to the desire for improved appliances and utilities is 
usually the desire for improved housing to accomodate these modern 
conveniences. Table XIV reveals pertinent information in this regard. 
TABLE XIV 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
TEAR HOMES BUILT HOMES REMODELED HOMES PAINTED 
1951 15 2 k 
1952 5 2 2 
1953 U 1 3 
195U 1 5 3 
1955 2 5 
•J 
h 
1956 3 3 u 
199? 2 5 6 
1958 2 7 7 
1959 1 7 2 
I960 0 3 3 
From the figures projected by this Table, it appears that the 
farm families of the Bushing Community are "Home Improvement Conscious" • 
There has been an average of 3.5 new homes built annually. Forty in-
stances of remodeling were reported for the ten-year period. Obviously 
there is some overlapping here. In some instances the building of new 
homes may have been reported as "remodeling" , and the reverse is al3o 
probably true. From two to seven houses have been painted each year. 
This figure too is probably included in the figure for new homes built, 
or homes remodeled. 
The figure for 1951 is somewhat incompatible with the figures 
for the following years. The writer, however is inclined to give 
credence to the report for the following reasons t 
1. Many family members were in military service. 
2. Farm acreage reduction was not as drastic in 1951 as in 
later years. 
3. Wages earned from non-farm work during this Korean War 
period tended to be higher then than during the latter 
part of the period. 
Much of the material collected does not lend itself to tabular 
presentation, but it certainly merits consideration in this discussion. 
I nformation related to questions one, two, five and six listed under 
"The Problem" in Chapter I falls within this category. 
Some of the farmers did not give a general statement as to why 
they sought non-farm employment, but they did give an account of how 
the increased income was spent. Among the statements given, the most 
popular answers and the order of their frequency were as follows: -Not 
enough money", "To increase income" and "To educate children". The 
reader should recognize that the first and second answers are almost 
synonymous. Of the number giving specific information as to the 
expenditure of the increased income, 1? reported buying a home. Home, 
uu 
here evidently refers to a house and not to a farm as it is sometimes 
broadly used in farm circles* A total of 15 used the money, or intended 
to use it to send children to college* Two became engaged in non-farm 
work to purchase automobiles, two to purchase trucks, and one to pur­
chase home appliances* 
It is important to note that with one exception, some members or 
member of each family reporting engaged in some type of non-farm work 
at some time during the ten-year period being studied. In 3h families 
only the farmer himself worked. In 13 families the wives worked at some 
non-farm activity. Only four children were reported as doing non-farm 
work. Based on personal observation and on H. P. A. records, the writer 
recognizes this as an erroneous statement. The error may be attributable 
to incorrect interpretation of the question or to some hesitancy on the 
part of the farmer to report because of child labor laws. 
By the same token the writer knows that the number of children 
actually working is unreasonably low. He feels that four important 
factors contributing to this situation arei 
1. Limited job opportunities. 
2 • Low wage scale. 
3. Failure of parent, to seriously encourage children to work. 
u' "IS £££!"and irrespon3ibllity on the 
T-enty sewn of the fifty families affirm their intention, to 
continue non-farm employment on a part time basis. Fiftesn gave nega­
tive replies to the question and eight gave no reply. 
According to their own statements, more than 2$ per cent of the 
families who engage in non-farm activities do so for the purpose of 
educating children# It is interesting then to analyze the data per­
taining to the education of the children of these families. 
The total number of children "At home" in 1951 was 128. The 
figure was never higher. By I960, it had been reduced to 88. Consider­
ing the ages of the farmers, this is as it should be. Automatically the 
figure reverses itself in I960 showing more children "Away from home" 
than during any other year. 
Those away from home included children who were absent from home 
for any reason; to attend school, to work, to serve in a military 
capacity, or because of marriage. 
Each year yielded its share of high school graduates. The small­
est number to graduate in any one year was four, and the year was 1951. 
The highest number was eleven and this group was graduated in 1955. 
From one to five high school graduates entered college each year during 
the ten year period. Eleven persons graduated from college during the 
period being studied, and nine of these completed their work between the 
years of 1957 and 1959. 
Some children dropped out of school each year. The annual number 
of drop-outs ranged from three to twelve. The primary reason given for 
girls dropping out was"to get married^ For boys, the major reason was 
"To enter military service" or "To go to work". 
?y and large, the church and its auxiliaries appear to provide 
the greatest avenue of social outlet for these farm families. More than 
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half of the children in the families sing in church choirs. An even 
larger number participate in B.Y.P.U. (Baptist Young People's Union) 
activities, and about one sixth of the tatal number is affiliated with 
the Shepherd Boy's League movement. 
The writer would like to point out here what he considers a 
gross weakness in the questionnaire. He feels that the instrument 
should have included questions regarding religious youth organizations 
for girls as well as boys and for organizations for each of the denomi­
nations found within the Cushing Community. Both of the above are 
auxiliaries of the Baptist Church, therefore the figure revealed is not 
valid with respect to the total number of young people who are active 
in church affairs. By observation the writer knows that An impressive 
number of young people work in auxiliaries of other denominations of the 
community. Other churches serving the community are Methodist, Christian 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Christian and the Church of God. 
Among the adults, twenty sing in the church choir. Twenty eight 
of the men are deacons, six are church trustees, seven are stewards and 
four work in the Women's Missionary Society. 
Twenty nine of the men are members of the Masonic Lodge, and seven 
are members of the Order of the Eastern Star. Five reported active mem­
bership in other lodges. With very few exceptions, wives of Masons were 
members of the Order of Eastern Star or the Heroines of Jericho. 
At least one adult member of thirty of the fifty families works 
with local P.T.A. groups. Fifteen adults help sponsor N.F.A. activities, 
but only three were active with the U-H club program. 
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The analysis of the findings revealed by the fifty questionnaires 
which comprises the contents of this chapter, has lead the writer to 
draw certain conclusions. These along with a summary and his recom­
mendations are given in the next and final chapter of this thesis. 
CHAPTER III 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
I. SUMMARY 
Life in all ages and in all civilizations has been characterized 
by changes. These changes have been reflected in technological develop­
ments, social customs and occupational pursuits. Indeed they have been 
evidenced in every aspect of every civilization. America is no except­
ion. In the process of its national development, every facet of Ameri­
can life has undergone changes. Changes in agricultural practices have 
been profound. These changes have resulted in farm families adopting 
new socio-economic patterns. The changes have been so complete that 
few if any rural communities have escaped their influence. 
That farm communities have changed within the last few years is 
apparent to even the casual observer. The degree of change, the di­
rection of change, the effect of change and the permanency of change 
are still areas for scientific study. Often, by the time a change is 
well defined, new changes appear. 
For sometime the writer of this thesis has been interested in 
the increasing tendency on the part of farm families to engage in non-
farm employment. He has been further interested in knowing to what 
extent and in what ways this practice is affecting family life. While 
his interest in the matter is general in scope, he is specifically 
interested in the matter as it relates to the farm families in the 
Cushing Community. It is an effort to gain a deeper insight into this 
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situation that this study was undertaken. 
There is a wealth of literature on this subject, however none 
examined had to do specifically with the Cushing Community. Much of 
the literature studied pointed up the fact that the whole philosophy 
of farming has changed because the needs of the farm family have 
changed. Because the needs have changed, the objective for engaging in 
farming as an occupation has also changed. 
For treatment of new trends in agriculture, predictions of future 
trends and discussions on the influence of change on the national 
economy, current literature was found to be most beneficial. 
Fifty farm families of the Cushing Community are included in this 
study. The years from 1951 to I960 inclusive comprise the ten-year 
period being studied. To collect data, a questionnaire inquiry was 
given to each farm family. The return on these was 100 per cent. 
Other sources of information included the office of the area 
supervisor of vocational agriculture, and the files of the vocational 
agriculture instructor. Data collected from these sources are compiled 
and the results are shown in the lU tables in Chapter II of this thesis. 
Certain aspects of these data are worthy of consideration in 
the summary. It is clearly indicated that part-time farming in the 
Cushing Community is a "Way of Life", as U9 of the 50 families engage 
in it to some extent. It is further indicated that this practice will 
continue, as more than half of the families expressed their intention 
to do so. 
Non-farm employment is not restricted to the men of the family. 
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Farm wives as well as older children also engage in such employment. 
The number of family members at home tend to decrease. Boys leave 
home to enter military service or to go to work. Girls leave home to 
marry. 
Farming as an occupation is not popular with young men of the Gush­
ing Community, nor is the purchase of a farm a likely objective. 
Money earned from non-farm work has been spent primarily for the 
education of children, for the improvement of houses, and for the pur­
chase of appliances and utilities. 
By and large, the families represented in this study are active 
in church affairs More than half of the men are officers in the church. 
Their wives and children show a similar interest. Membership in fra­
ternal organizations is also proportionately high. The church and its 
auxiliaries not only provide for spiritual growth, but they offer the 
greatest media for social life. 
II.  CONCLUSIONS 
After a careful analysis of all findings, the writer has reached 
the following conclusions: 
1. The farm families of the Cushing Community will continue 
to seek additional income from non—farm employment. 
2. The number of farm families will decrease. 
3. Farm families will decrease in size. 
U. Very few farms will be purchased in the future. 
5* tfany individually operated farms will yield to con­
tract farming. 
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6. Acreage devoted to cultivation will decrease. 
7. Acreage devoted to pastures will increase. 
8. Acreage devoted to forestry will increase. 
9. The production of beef cattle will increase. 
10. Opportunities for non-farm employment will increase. 
11. The educational level of farmers will advance due to 
the demands of non-farm enterprises and the technical 
skills necessary for effective farm management. 
12. The offerings of the Vocational Agriculture Program 
will enphasize engineering skills. 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. That farmers be encouraged to understand that farming is 
a business — a complex business which requires special 
skills and adequate capital. 
2. That farmers recognize that the size of a farm does not 
determine the success of the farmer. 
3. That farmers make greater use of government sponsored 
loans which are available to operators of small farms 
U» That farmers accept the fact that borrowing capital 
is not an undesirable practice j that like a piece of 
farm equipment it is a valuable resource when used 
wisely. 
£. That farmers keep accurate records for their own 
personal benefit and for the purpose of making the 
borrowing of money less difficult. 
6. That the extension agents, the vocational agriculture 
teachers, homeraaking teachers specifically and school 
personnel generally work to develop greater skill on 
the part of all students in the matter of money 
management. 
7 • That renewed and continuous emphasis be placed on 
agricultural engineering for all—day students, young 
farmers and adults. 
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8. That the new emphasis on science and mathematics for high 
school students be continued as a measure toward better 
preparation for the changing agricultural economy. 
9. That farmers be encouraged to increase their efforts 
in tree farming. 
10. That farmers increase their efforts in the pro­
duction of beef cattle. 
11 • That farmers grow more home gardens. 
12. That greater use be made of freezing facilities 
as a means of food preservation. 
13. That efforts be made to enrich the social life 
of farm families through organizations other than 
the church. 
1U. That a similar study of the Cushing Community be made 
within the next decade for the purposes of» 
a. Evaluating progress 
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LETTER SENT BT AUTHOR TO RESPONDENTS 
P. 0. Box 336 
Cushing, Texas 
November 8, I960 
From: W. C. Alton, Sr. 
Vocational Agriculture Teacher 
C. L. Simon High School 
Cushing, Texas 
To: Mr. 
Sub.: The Effects of Non-farm Income on the Standards 
of Living of Fifty Farm Families in The Cushing 
Community. 
I am attempting a study of "The Effects of Non-farm Income 
on The Standards of Living of Fifty Farm Families in the Cushing 
Community • As you know, I have served as the vocational agri­
culture instructor in this community for the past eight .years. 
During this period, I have noted some significant changes in the 
income of farm families. I have maintained an increasing inte­
rest in the causes of these changes and their effects on the 
families involved. 
It is my plan to have this study cover a decade, 1951 
through I960, however, I cannot effectively make this investi­
gation as planned without certain data which only you can supply. 
I am therefore asking that you complete this questionnaire. 
Thank you very kindly. 
APPENDIX "B" 
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THE EFFECTS OF NON-FARM INCOME ON THE STANDARDS OF 
LIVING OF FIFTY NEGRO FARM FAMILIES IN THE 
CUSHING COMMUNITY 
1951 - I960 
QUESTIONNAIRE INQUIRY 
1. Do you own a farm? Yes No 
2. How long have you owned your farm? 
3» How was your farm secured? Purchased Inherited 
li* How many acres are in cultivation? In forest? 
In pasture? In idle waste? 
5» How many acres do you own? Rent? 
6. What was the highest grade reached in school? 
7 • What is your present age? 
EDUCATION 
QUESTION 1951 1952 1953 195U 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 I960 
Number of Chil­
dren in family! 
Number of chil­
dren at home 
Number of chil­
dren away from 
home 1 
numoer or will 
dren finished 
High School 







dropped out of 
school 
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Income from farming 
Number of weeks 
devoted to lumbering 
Number of weeks 
devoted to farming 
Number of weeks devot-
ed to railroad work 
Number of weeks de­
voted to brass factory 
work 
Number of weeks de­
voted to poultry work 
Number of weeks de­
voted to other 
non-farm work 
WHY DID YOU ENGAGE IN NON-FARM WORK ? 
1. To increase income 
2# To educate 
children 
3* To buy a home 
, To buy a car or 
U* truck 
5k For other reasons 
Did the husband do 
non-farm work? 
Did the wife do 
non-farm work? 
Did children do 
non-farm work? 
Did you grow a 
garden? 
Did you preserve fruits 
or vegetables? 
Did you use Cold 
storage? 
58 
QUESTION 1951 1952 1953 195U 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 I960 
Did you plant 
cotton? 
Did you plant Corn? 
Did you plant peas? 
Did you plant 
tomatoes? 
Did you plant 
melons? 
Did you plant 
cucumbers 
Do you intend to continue non-farm work? Yes No 
FARM POWER AND LIVESTOCK 
Did you own a 
tractor? 
One row or 
two rows? 
Number of horses 
or mules/ 
Number of dairy 
cows? 
Number of cows 
for breeding? 
Number of cows for 
market? 
Number of brood 
sows? 
Number of hog3 
for home use? 
Number of hogs 
for market? 
Number of hens 
for eggs? 
Number of broilers for 
home use? 
number of broilers 
for market? 
Number of turkeys 
for home use? 




HOMES, APPLIANCES AND UTILITIES 































SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS LIFE 
Are children active 
in church? 
Are children active 
in choir? 
Are children active 
in B.Y.P.U.? 
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QUESTION 1951 1952 1953 195U 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 I960 
Are children active 
in Boy's League? 
Are children active in 
other auxiliaries? 
Are adults active 
in church? 
Are adults active 
in the choir? 
Are adults active 
in mission work? 
Are adults active 
on deacon board? 
Are adults active 
on trustee board? 
Are adults active 
in Masonic Lodge? 
Are adults active 
in Eastern Star? 
Are children active 
in scouting? 
Any member active 
in NFA or NHA? 
Any member active 
in U-H Club? 
Are adults active 
in the P.T.A.? 
